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COMMITMENT TO THE STRATEGY 
OF CONTINUOUS DEVELOPMENT

In 2017, Aleksei Dyumin, the Governor of the Tula Oblast and members of the regional government made 
a great deal of work to present the investment potential of our region. There were the Days of the Tula Oblast 
in the Federal Assembly of the Russian Federation, visits to many countries of the world, exhibitions, meetings, 
meetings with diplomats, businessmen. The chemical industry was always mentioned as an investment-active 
segment of the Tula economy. And Shchekinoazot — as a leader in mastering modern technologies, creating new 
productions, increasing the demand for products and representing a socially responsible business.

SHCHEKINOAZOT:

METHANOL AND AMMONIA MANUFACTURING CENTER

YEAR-END RESULTS

PLANNED — EXECUTED
The Shchekinoazot tradition is fuelled by 62 years of hard work 

and glorious deeds. Numerous awards show that these chemists 
have always been responsible in fulfilling their professional duty, a 
tradition that they continue to maintain today.

There were hard times in the history of the enterprise, in the 
infamous 90s, which for many factories were either a time of collapse 
or the beginning of a new stage, which in fact marked a second 
birth. Such a lucky fate fell also to Shchekinoazot. A qualitative 
breakthrough began in the 2000s, when the company adopted its 
Development Strategy. It was later expanded and clarified.

Dozens of major investment projects have been implemented, 
thus increasing the capacity of the enterprise to master modern 
technologies and to produce world-class products.

2006 marked the commissioning of a new formalin and urea 
formaldehyde concentrate (UFC) production facility, which heralded 
a number of new investment projects implemented by Shchekinoazot.

In 2007, a joint venture with HEXION, the world leader in resin 
production, was founded. The result of the work was the introduction 
of phenol-formaldehyde resins production facility in 2009, and in 
2014 a project to expand the line was implemented.

In 2009, the FDY threads and spunbond production facility was 
commissioned, and in 2011–2012, the methanol М-450 and hydrogen 
B-26 production facility was commissioned.

The caprolactam production unit operates on a qualitatively new 
production basis. The company is making a visible contribution to 
solving urgent tasks in Russia's food safety. Its product — ammonium 
sulphate mineral fertilizers — is becoming more and more popular 
every year among small and large farms, also due to the ease of 
application (the fertilizer is now in the form of granules) and big-bag 
packaging.

In order to take care of wastewater treatment, Shchekinoazot is 
constructing new treatment facilities. Modern membrane technology 
will be used. The scheme is reliable, flexible and highly efficient. All 
this makes it possible to provide an almost complete return of treated 
wastewater to replenish the water circulation cycles.

2018 will be an important year for the company. The new 
М-450\А-135 methanol and ammonia production facility will 
be launched. Work is progressing rapidly at the sulfuric-acid 
and perfumery-quality dimethyl-ether production units that are 
currently being built (a joint venture with RCC SE, Germany). 
These objects are also scheduled to be launched in 2018. A special 
page in the biography of the Shchekino enterprise has been its 
cooperation with the well-known Danish company Haldor Topsøe, 
which supplies modern and unique technologies in the chemical 
sector.
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As part of the partnership, an M-450 methanol production plant 
with a yearly capacity of 450,000 tonnes and a hydrogen production 
plant for 26,000 cubic metres per hour were launched. The construction 
of a unique manufacturing center for the simultaneous production 
of 135,000 tonnes of ammonia and 450,000 tonnes of methanol per 
year is in the completion stage, and there is an agreement on the 
construction of a new M-500 methanol production plant.

"This will be the most modern production facility, fundamentally 
new and effective," says Boris Sokol, President of Shchekinoazot. 
"Technologies in the field of methanol production, which are being 
used in Europe are more than forty years old. What our company 
does together with Haldor Topsøe will determine the future of the 
chemicals industry. We plan to launch a new manufacturing center 
for the production of 450,000 tonnes of methanol and 135,000 tonnes 
of ammonia per year at the end of May 2018. For the first three years, 
we will ship ammonia to the consumer, then we will start reprocessing 
it here. By the end of the year, we expect to sign a contract for the 
construction of ammonium nitrate production plant.

In the long term, by 2020, we will reach the millionth figure, and in 
the future we plan to overcome the milestone of one and a half million 
tonnes of methanol per year. With partners like Haldor Topsøe and 
the support that we receive today from the Ministry of Industry and 
Trade of the Russian Federation as well as that of the government 
and the governor of the Tula Oblast, I consider this to be entirely 
feasible."

If one were to calculate all the investments of Shchekinoazot 
under the company's Development Strategy from 2005 to the present, 
it turns out that total investments exceed USD 880 million. Taking 
into account the plans to build new production facilities, the costs for 
the next four years will amount to another USD 700 million!

With such indicators, the chemical company is one of the leading 
enterprises in the Tula Oblast in implementing investment projects. 
Here they set an ambitious goal: to join the leaders of Russian 
producers of chemical products. And such a task for the team is quite 
possible.

CARING ABOUT PEOPLE
The company remembers: a pre-requisite for success is one's 

attitude towards other people. In creating decent working conditions 
and incentives, in the opportunity to receive education and to realize 
career opportunities, in caring for veterans, for employees to have 
comfortable conditions for life, holiday and raising children.

All of this is fully implemented in the activities of the chemical 
company. Employees of the enterprise and members of their families 
take their holidays in health centers, including on the Black Sea. For 
children, there are summer holiday camps. The company supports the 
Yubileiny Sports Palace in the village of Pervomaisky, the medical unit, 
provides support for the local House of Culture and the development 
of classes and creative teams. They have repaired the burial sites of 
heroes of the Great Patriotic War, monuments, memorials and the 
necropolis in Kochaki. With the direct participation of the company, 
the Pervomaisky Renovation Program is being implemented.

Together with the management and the population of the 
settlement, much work is being done to turn it into the best settlement 
of Russia, a title it bore in 1968. The streets, roads, houses, yards 
have become "younger". Recently, the settlement received the status 
of a single-industry town and Shchekinoazot became its town-
forming enterprise. In this regard, plans are being developed for 
the implementation of programs for the further development of the 
settlement...

The company actively supports the Yasnaya Polyana Memorial 
Estate. On its territory, the relict forests, alleys and Tolstoy gardens 
are being restored.

Thanks to the support of Shchekinoazot, Platonovsky Park, 
located in Tula, has been completely reconstructed. A fountain has 
been built, a pond and recreation area around it were improved, paths 
were laid, children's playgrounds were created, new forest groves 
were planted.

Colleagues from Denmark did their part in the social side of the 
cooperation as well. In 2014, the Topsøe, Tolstoy and Sokol families 
created a charitable foundation charged with supporting the talents of 
children in difficult life situations.

"Our children spend their holidays in Artek, this year some of 
them attended the Sirius camp, working under the patronage of the 
President of Russia; they participate in presentations of the Tula 
Oblast together with the Governor A.G. Dyumin, for example, in 
China," said Nataliya Pilyus, State Duma deputy and member of 
the Board of Trustees of the Charitable Foundation of the Topsøe, 
Tolstoy and Sokol Families. "The Charitable Foundation pays for the 
travel costs for creative contests, sports competitions, the purchase of 
instruments, concert costumes and sports uniforms.

However, the main thing is the fact that children make friends, 
whom they support and with whom they rejoice in their success. 
Their hearts are open to kindness and compassion. The Foundation 
currently supports 28 children who are talented in different 
spheres."

2017 was full of positive events and successes for Shchekinoazot. 
What lies ahead are new projects for mastering world-class 
technologies as well as conquering segments of domestic and 
international markets of chemical products.  ■

FOUNDERS AND PARTICIPANT CHILDREN OF THE CHARITABLE FOUNDATION

VISIT OF TOPSØE FAMILY MEMBERS AND TOP MANAGERS 
OF THE HALDOR TOPSØE COMPANY

TULA BUSINESS MAGAZINE | DECEMBER | # 12 2017


